
Loon Network Programs
HABITAT PROTECTION PROGRAM

Results: More than six miles of shoreline have been protected

Outstanding Achievement: Nearly 500 people 
contributed to the first township-owned loon nurs-
ery in the country, if not North America. The total 
project cost was more than $300,000 to protect 31.6 

acres on Lake Bellaire in Antrim County, Michigan. In 2002, Forest Home 
Township received government grants from the Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund, the National Wetlands Conservation Council and the Great Lakes 
Aquatic Habitat Network & Fund. Additional grants were received from the 
Biederman Foundation, Hildreth Foundation and Carls Family Foundation. 
WILDHEARTS, the volunteer committee raised the remaining funds in the 
community.

Valuable Partner: The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy has been 
invaluable in helping to protect critical wetland habitat for our loons. Their 
staff worked with local units of government to acquire critical wetland par-
cels, which keep the shoreline undeveloped and protects water quality, too. 

MONITORING PROGRAM

Monitoring Common Loons on our busy inland lakes requires a team of 
committed neighbors. Property owners living on the lakes observe the arriv-
al, nesting activities and departure of the loons. But simply observing loons 
is not enough. It takes a team to monitor loon activity on 35 inland lakes or the 450 miles of northern Lake Michigan 
beaches. 

Results: Territorial pairs: 24 in 2014 

Loon die-offs: Botulism is a threat to migrating loons on Lake Michigan. Beach rangers monitor 25 miles of Lake Mich-
igan shoreline in Antrim County and report dead loons. The Loon Network cooperates with the Grand Traverse Bay 
Watershed Center and the Northern Lake Michigan Botulism Network.

Outstanding Achievement: There are 8 active teams of volunteers working in the Elk River Chain of Lakes Watershed:
Lower Chain- Elk Lake, Skegemog Lake, Torch River Bayou, Middle Chain- Thayer Lake, Clam Lake, Lake Bellaire Upper 
Chain-  Intermediate Lake, Ben-Way Lake,  Wilson Lake, Six Mile Lake
 
Valuable Partners: Our lake associations and local conserva-
tion groups have been very important partners in loon conser-
vation in the Elk River Chain of Lakes Watershed. The Bellaire 
Conservation Club constructed and installed the first artificial 
nesting island on Lake Bellaire in the 1980’s. This island has 
been rebuilt and replaced several times, but it has been used 
by a nesting pair for more than 25 years. Friends of Clam Lake, 
Three Lakes Association and the 
Intermediate Lake Association have contributed to the pur-
chase of construction materials for artificial nesting islands 
and buoys. 

A man-made artificial nesting island for the Common Loon.

http://www.gtrlc.org/
http://www.focl.info/
http://3lakes.com/
http://www.intermediatelake.org/frames.htm


© Josh Haas

RESEARCH PROGRAM

Loons have only been banded in Michigan for the past 27 years, so there is much 
we still do not know about them. Research tells us a lot about loons, such as… 

• Loons do not mate for life.
• Loons are very long-lived birds, living to be at least 35 years old and some-

times living reaching 50-60 years old.
• Male juveniles return to their natal lakes, but female juveniles disperse to 

new areas.
• Male juveniles may stay on the lake with their parents/other adult loons for 

6-10 years before establishing a breeding territory.

Results: 45 banded loons. 

Outstanding Achievement: 19 adults were color-marked between 2010 and 2013. 
During the 2014 spring survey, 13 of these adult loons returned to the watershed. 
One was confirmed dead in 2013 and 5 are missing.

Valuable Partner: Common Coast Research & Conservation is dedicated to the 
study and protection of common loons and the waters upon which they rely. Sci-
entists from Common Coast have banded more than 1,500 loons in North America 
over the past 20 years.

Common Loon distribution in North America. 

http://www.commoncoast.org/

